Background and purpose: In the Kinzigtal region in Southwest Germany, a population-based integrative care system has been set up in [2005][2006], organising care across all health service sectors and indications. The system is run by a regional health management company (Gesundes Kinzigtal GmbH) in cooperation with the physicians' network in the region and with two statutory health insurers (among them is the biggest health insurer in Southwest Germany: AOK Baden-Württemberg). Membership is optional for insured persons in the Kinzigtal area. In contrast to many other Managed Care organisations, Gesundes Kinzigtal and its partners have intentionally attempted to prevent a policy of risk selection and to organize a better (integrated) care first of all for the so-called 'bad risks' such as older persons and the chronically ill. To determine whether that attempt has been successful, we analyse the administrative data of the concerned health insurers during the building phase of the Kinzigtal system (2006)(2007)(2008).
